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to be placed under the protection of Sindiah ; what Sir J. Malcolm means by an fc implied connexion," it is difficult to understand, as he, at the same time, states (48) that cc no actual supremacy was either asserted or admitted. It is true, though, that, in the year 1798, (49) Him-mut Rao, the Minister of Bhopal, to avert the dangers which threatened Bhopal, amidst the confusion which at this time prevailed in Central India, invited Luckraa Dada, one of Sindiah's independent leaders; who was called upon as an auxiliary, and promised high pay and reward if he would recover the fort of Hoshungabad, which had been taken by the Rajah of Berar. This was no application made to Sindiah, but to one of his " independent leaders/' The Marquess of Wellesley writes, (50) " The possession of the fort of Hoshungabad with its dependent territory, which belongs to the Nuwab of Bhopal, has uniformly been an object of the Rajah of Berar's desire, and his endeavours to obtain and secure that possession, have occasioned repeated contests between those chieftains/' Vizier Mahomed had recovered the fort, and it is clear that he would not have applied direct to Sindiah, whose connexion with the Rajah of Berar must have been suspected. Hence the minister applied to an independent
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